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Connecticut Arts Administrators Association
Minutes for the meeting held on October 8, 2020, Virtual Zoom Meeting - 
 
Attendance: Tracy Avicolli, Dir. of Arts & Wellness, Hartford PS; Tracy.avicolli@hartfordschools.org; Diana Beddows, Music Teacher, New Milford PS, beddowsd@newmilfordps.org; Maureen Berescik, CAEA President, Ret’d. Art Coordinator, maureenjberescik@gmail.com; Jason Bouchard, Director of Fine Arts Region 14 Jbouchard@ctreg14.org; Melanie Champion, Music, Greenwich PS, melchamp4@gmail.com; Brian Frazier, Spvsr. of Arts, Et. Al, Stratford PS, frazierb@stratfordk12.org; Shannon Gagne, CAAA Co-Vice Pres., Sprvsr. Art K-12, Simsbury PS, sgagne@simsbury.k12.ct.us; Jill Goldberg, Ret’d, Sup. Vernon PS & Art Consultant, jagcakes@comcast.net; Michael Gordon, Fine & Perf. Arts Co-Leader, Wilton PS, gordonm@wiltonps.org; Angela Griffin, Spvsr. of Music K-12, Simsbury PS, CAAA Co-Vice-President, agriffin@simsbury.k12.ct.us; Andrea Haas, Art teacher, Wethersfield HS, NAEA East. Reg. VP, ahaas@wethersfield.me; Dee Hansen, CAAA President, Prof. of Music Education, UHART; dee.hansen21@gmail.com; Warren Haston, Music Ed. Dir., The Hartt School, haston@hartford.edu; Michelle Hiscavich, Dir. Of Visual & Performing Arts, Newtown PS, hiscavichm@newtown.k12.ct.us; Leslie Imse, Music Dept. Chair, Farmington PS, imsel@fpsct.org; Malcolm Karlan, karlanm@wiltonps.org; Jenn Leniart, Lead Art Teacher Stratford PS, leniartj@stratk12.org; Laura Newell, K-12 Arts Coordinator for Greenwich Public Schools, laura_newell@greenwich.k12.ct.us; Patti O’Connor, oconnorp@norwalkps.org; Eric Nyquist, Dir. Fine & Perf. Arts, Hamden PS, enyquist@hamden.org; Cindy Parsons, Ret’d Art Dir. Art, K-12, cindy53art@gmail.com; John Prins, Exec. Dir., Ct. Alliance for Arts Education, jrprins@gmail.com;  Rick Sadlon, Exec. Dir. CAAA, Ret’d. Dir. Of Music, ricksadlon@gmail.com;  Jackie Smith, Wethersfield PS; Jeff Spector, CAAA Treasurer, CAAE Exec Director, jms884@gmail.com; 

Membership Business Meeting

Call to Order: 3:30 pm Dee Hansen, Call to order and welcome; members were instructed to sign in on Chat with name, email, district, and position
· Introductions; 
· Minutes from Sept 10, 2020 meeting were sent to members prior to meeting for review; minutes were reviewed and accepted with minor edits (typos corrected);
· Minutes will be posted on CAAA website.  

President’s Report: (Dee Hansen)
· Dee has been working on Spring PD session and topics; currently there is no meeting planned for UHA Scholastics exhibit, but we are planning Jan. session (21st) that presents arts and social justice;  working with Andrea
· Our site visit this year will be virtual, and is planned for February meeting.
· Dee has been working with Bonnie Koba to plan for a guest speaker, that we can coordinate with other arts organizations; to speak on the importance of arts in education
· The CAAA Advocacy breakfast will be in May, perhaps outside at Capitol or at another venue.  Details will be shared once this is finalized.

Executive Director’s Report (Rick Sadlon) 
· A 9/30 meeting of exec board members was held to work on extending membership to all districts who are not currently members; also the possibility of reducing the membership fee for this year was discussed;  Rick worked with members list to see where members are from; districts not represented are from DRG C & E;  these seem to be the smallest districts, but often don’t have arts leadership positions; 
· Rick thanked Andrea Haas for website assistance.
· Rick has been working with CMEA pres Jason Bouchard to plan more collaboration across state.
· He is working on our non-profit status; has spoken with Andrew Minor, Art leader at Farmington PS, who is also an attorney, who will be working with Rick to help through this process.

Vice-President’s Report: (Shannon Gagne)
· Shannon has been in touch with Real Art Ways, and they are still offering PD opportunities for art teachers and experiences for kids through their films;  Topics include social justice and equity.

Treasurer’s Report: (Jeff Spector)
· Jeff sent Report with the Account Balance; There was a deposit of $615 made for September & no withdrawals

Connecticut Arts Alliance in Educators (CAAE): (John Prins)
· John introduced some of the CAAE board members who are present
· John has been working on a questionnaire and it is ready to send out – to membership of CAAA and ask them to send out to teachers and to students and parents. 
· Cindy Parsons mentioned that most districts have policies regarding outside surveys to being sent staff and students.  John will try to work around this by sending it to CABE.  
· Jill Goldberg suggested that this might be a project for CAAE to write a grant to do this project.  John mentioned that this is part of a Ct. office of the arts grant.  He will explore this with Bonnie Koba.  
· CAAE is Interested in creating a video of arts advocacy, supported by Commissioner Cardona. 
· Jeff Spector– mentioned that CAAE is working with CAA on the “get out the vote” initiative and encourages CAEA & CMEA to also participate.

CMEA Report: (Jason Bouchard, sent full report)
· Highlights of the CMEA report submitted include:
· Survey of members to encourage them to be more proactive and offer PD;  
· CMEA will be planning meetings to have discussions around teacher support and music ed needs;  
· Jason stated that he wants to get more people involved who are cutting edge and find those teachers with skills to share as resources; he will be connecting with other music organizations. 
· Nov. 3 is the first planned Ct SDE webinar – part of CMEA Election Day PD. 
· Melanie Champion is organizing PD on Election day – reach out to Melanie if you are interested in hosting one hour of PD – Topics can be related to distance learning, sharing resources, etc.  Send her a short description; PD day will be free to all members and non-members;
CAEA Report: (Maureen Berescik)
· CAEA’s Virtual conference, is planned for 10/17 Saturday; Keynote is Mark Jones, illustrator & animator; 10-2pm, with meeting following; cost is $25 for both Oct. 17, and Jan. 23, 2021 conferences;  there will be 3 workshop sessions;  all info posted on the CAEA website; (www.caea.net)
· Patti O’Connor asked about the status for Scholastics Art Exhibit and awards; 
· Andrea Haas stated that she is meeting UHA to plan Ct ART Awards (Scholastics);  she will send info once details are finalized.  All will be virtual.  Andrea Hopes to have it organized and ready for the Jan. CAAA meeting.  
· Rick – stated that CAAA will continue to support with award to students;

CT Department of Education: (Melissa Hickey – not present)
· Dee mentioned that she been working with Melissa Hickey at SDE to plan webinar series – Jill Goldberg, Cindy Parsons, Jason Bouchard, Leslie Imse, Melanie Champion, are planning a series of webinars to be broadcast this fall.  The topic will be Teaching and Learning through COVID times, and the webinars are intended to provide resources and support to teachers and administrators; this could potentially be a forum for collaboration as well.  
CT Office of the Arts: (Bonnie Koba absent)

Other Business:
Next meeting, November 12, 2020; A presentation (PD) by Stuart Younse on Social-Emotional Learning, is planned to follow business meeting.

The business meeting ended at: 4:15pm; 

PD sessions to follow:  Rachel Glodo, music specialist YALE & Michael Yaffe, assoc. prof. YALE – presentation on the Equity of Arts in urban schools; Followed by Jenn Leniart and Jackie Smith – presentation on teaching arts and equity for Special needs students
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